The Hospital for Special Surgery (HSS) is the oldest and largest orthopaedic hospital in the United States. Its faculty and its graduates are leaders in the world of clinical evaluations, research, and patient care. As such, when we travel we are often asked, B. . . what do you guys and gals at HSS do with . . . .'' Obviously our way is not the only way to do something, but it is recognized that the directions that our faculty and alumni have taken are rooted in solid thought, experience, and testing.
One of the central pillars of our mission is education. As such, we have established a world-renowned Web site both for physicians and for patients. This journal is the next step: a musculoskeletal journal for physicians, surgeons, and scientists. The authors are all members of our current faculty or one of our many hundreds of graduates.
HSS is not just an orthopaedic hospital: it is a musculoskeletal disease hospital. As such, there will be articles on orthopaedics, rheumatology, anesthesia, imaging, psychiatry, physical therapy, and all the other modalities that help make this institution what it is. There will be original clinical and basic science articles as well as reviews of the current state of the art. All the manuscripts have been peer reviewed in a blinded manner, and each author has indicated any potential conflict of interest that may relate to the manuscript.
Each volume will have three special sections. The first will be on the history of HSS, including our programs, our facilities, and those physicians and surgeons of our institution who have been leaders in their fields. There will be a Radiology and Imaging Corner with an interesting case or an interesting technology that exemplifies the way that imaging can aid in the diagnosis and treatment of musculoskeletal disease. Finally, there will be a section on ethics. Topics such as the role of the institutional review board, the availability of musculoskeletal care, the basis of surgical consents, and confidentiality in the era of the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act will be discussed in each volume.
Under the direction of our surgeon-in-chief, Dr. Thomas Sculco, we have gone forward with this journal. As editorin-chief, I am indebted to his vision and support as well as the support of the two Deputy Editors, Dr. Ronald MacKenzie and Dr. Timothy Wright. Our editorial board and our editorial steering committee have kept us on the right track. Dr. Laura Robbins, Vice President for Education and Academic Affairs, and her staff in the Education Division have been crucial in the day-to-day work of the journal and in establishing our collaboration with the excellent publishing team at Springer Verlag.
My greatest appreciation, however, goes to my colleagues who have given freely of their time to submit manuscripts, review manuscripts, and help whenever and wherever they are asked. HSS is truly a band of brothers and sisters, and the way that the entire staff has pulled together to help launch this journal is yet another testament to that.
All of us would like your feedback as to what you would like to see in this journal. If there are specific areas that you feel should be included please contact us and we can work together on them.
So without further ado, we would all like to present to you, Volume I, Number I of HSS Journal: The Musculoskeletal Journal of Hospital for Special Surgery.
